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Introduction

You’re combining your work from the first two major parts of project 
one—the “templated” pages of the site, complete with navigation and 
different device types—as well as the “interactive featurette”, the single 
story that was more designed. 

The goal of combining these together is NOT simply moving all of these 
designs into a single file, rather, you’re presenting a case study to the 
class on why your design improved the functionality and usability of the 
site, resulting in a better user experience. 

Format:  
what to show in a case study

Take a look at the links on my site for examples of other designers who 
make great case studies. Your goal, like those sites, is to convince your 
audience—the class—that your solutions for this redesign are the best, 
most appropriate solutions for the end user (in this case, the reader of 
the publication).

You should turn in a PDF formatted as a slideshow for your presentation 
to the class. (A good format to start with is landscape tabloid sized 
(11"x17") pages.)

In order to do this, you probably have to tell us a little about the user. 
Make assumptions about who reads the site. Are you the target user? 
Did you design this to be a great experience for a user like yourself? 
Make sure you’re telling us why your designs work with a specific user 
archetype in mind!

Make sure we get a sense of how the entire site would work and what 
it would look like, were it coded. This may mean you need to show us 
different views: cropped “snapshots” of the window to illustrate any 
fixed elements that float on top of others (i.e. nav bar fixed to the bottom 
of the screen that always appears above other content), as well as a 
representation of the layout scrolled down the page. You might need 
to show multiple views of the same pages for default states and hover 
states. Show us your designs in whatever format they look their best.

What to include:

Pages
Tell us how your page designs/layouts are better experiences for your 
audience. We want to know your reasons for designing this the way you 
did.

Home page

• Show desktop, tablet and mobile versions
• Show difference for logged-in user vs. “regular” user
• This might be a good place to show default and active navigation 

states.

Individual article pages

• Use these pages to detail your typography.
• Tell us how your version is a better reading experience. 
• Illustrate any article-to-article navigation (previous, next, related, etc.)

“Special Column” article pages

• Same as above individual article pages, but comment on why the 
design of branding of this page/section are unique. What changes 
and why?

Category archive pages

• How do we know which page or section we’re on?
• Did you re-imagine the navigation (vs. the actual site)? Why or why 

not?

“Special Column” landing page

• How is this different than a simple category page? Why?
• How does the “branding” and design of this page align with the 

special column article page? How does it align with the rest of the 
site? 

Longform featured article

• You should show multiple views of this design so we get a sense of 
what interacting with it would feel like.

• Include any navigation and vies of “active” states.
• Include views of how any of your interactive features might work. 
• We should understand how to get to this article from your main site, 

and how to get back to the main site from this article (if it’s formatted 
as a micro-site, this might not be readily apparent.)



Design details + components
For all of the features below, you should explain why you made the 
design decisions you did. (These may be illustrated on the pages above, 
so you don’t need to include a different slide for them, but be sure to 
comment on the items below.)

Global (site-wide) navigation

• Show any differences in navigation for different users or different 
sections of your site.

• Show any hover or “active” states for the navigation (dropdowns, 
flyouts, panels, etc.)

Article-to-article navigation (“Keep reading”)

• How do you get from one article to the next? 
• Are there “related articles” content on the pages?

Typography, grid, layout, hierarchy, color

• Comment on your specific design decisions throughout. We want 
to know your thinking behind the details if they are important to the 
usability of your site. 

Mobile and tablet version

• What is the goal of yours? Does it drastically differ from the desktop 
experience? Why or why not?

Power Users

• How is the design customized for a logged-in user? Is this an 
important feature of your site design? Why or why not?

Sharing and bookmarking functionality

• Is this prominent? Important to your user base? Why or why not?
• Is this different for logged in vs. standard users?

Required deliverables

Give a presentation in class with the above described PDF as your 
slideshow. Then, you must turn in the PDF of your slideshow AND 
collect all of the most recent versions of your designs and place them 
in the MIDTERM folder on the classwork server with your last and first 
name.


